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1. INTRODUCTION 
A new product has to be produced by Herba (part of Swedeponic). This is red coloured 
mini lettuce for fresh mixed lettuce for a UK supermarket. 
Two trials were conducted to find out how irrigation frequency, light and phosphorus 
affects the growth, firmness and colour of lettuce. In the second trial lower 
temperatures were chosen than in the first one in order to achieve a more firm plant. 
To compare the light intensities measured in the trials, also light intensities were 
measured on the nursery of Herba. Data of the light intensities at Herba are given in 
appendix 1. 
The climate outside during the trials has been compared wi th the average (appendix 2). 
2. TRIAL 1, EFFECT OF LIGHT AND IRRIGATION FREQUENCY 
2.1. TREATMENTS AND GENERAL DATA 
Treatments were irrigation frequency: 
1. Irrigation in the beginning of the experiment (until 11.12.97) was ones per 2 
days and after 11.1 2.97 onces per day between 11.00 and 1 2.00 h irrigation 
for 30 minutes. 
2. Irrigation three times a day at 0.00, 8.00 and 1 6.00 h f or 1 5 
minutes each 
Other treatments: light intensity. In a compartment of 93 m2 in the middle the 
light intensity was high and to the outside it was lower. 
For a better germination, the first days from planting the pots were watered 
from the top wi th rain water. The rest of the irrigation was wi th NFT. 
Plants were: Kimura (Lollo Bionda), Loretta, Raisa (oak lettuce). These plants 
were in three gullies in the middle of the 12 tables. There were lO seeds per 
pot), wi th upper diameter of 6,5 cm, a height of 8 cm, and a distance in the 
gully of 10 cm. On each table there was a side row gully wi th different herbs. 
A gully contained 22 - 23 plants. Gullies were from Herba. 
Sowing date: 25.11.97 (day 0) 
Planting date: 27.11.97 
Temperature for heating were: 17/10 °C (day/night). Day started at 3 hours 
before sunrise, increase in temperature was 1 °C per 30 minutes. Night 
started at sunset, decrease in temperature was 1 °C per 15 minutes. 
Temperatures for ventilation were 0,5 °C above the heating temperatures. 
Artif ical lighting was from 0.00 until 18.00 hours. 
From planting the gullies were close to each other. On 11.12.97 gullies were 
put on a distance of 16 cm. On 17.12.97 all gullies were put on a distance 
of 22 cm (end distance). 
End of the experiment: 22.12.98 (day 27). On each gully on 3 places 3 pots 
were harvested for fresh weight determination. Plants of the experiment and 
from the side rows were harvested by Tom Venderbosch and were sent to 
the UK. 
After 22.12.98 the temperatures were lowered to 12/4 °C (day/night). 
2.2. CLIMATE AND NUTRITION 
The light intensities are given in appendix 3 . 
The temperatures (based on data per minute) are given in appendix 4. All the 
data (averaged per 30 minutes) are given in appendix 5. 
The element contents of the nutrient solution at the start and at the end of 
the trial are given in appendix 6. 
2.3. GROWTH AND COLOUR. 
Relations between licht intensity and plant weight per pot are given in figures 
1 - 4. Until the highest light intensity still the plant weight increases. 
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Figure 4 . Relationship between light intensity and plant weight on 22 .12 .97 . 
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The colour of Loretta was darker than of Raisa. The colour was strongly 
affected by the light intensity. Under higher light intensity the colour was 
darker (more red) than under low light intensity. 
The irrigation frequency had no effect on plant weight and colour. This could 
be caused by the fact that in both irrigation frequencies there was never a 
shortage of water. 
Plants were not f i rm. This was assumed to be caused by the high 
temperatures. The firmness was not increased due to a higher light intensity. 
The lowering of the temperature after harvest on 22 .12.98 did not increase 
the firmness (after the final harvest spare plants were fol lowed for about 3 
weeks). The low temperature increased the red colour of the Raisa. However 
this was only a marginal effect and was only seen under the high light 
intensity. 
3. TRIAL 2, EFFECT OF PHOSPHORUS 
3.1. TREATMENTS AND GENERAL DATA 
Phosphorus level in the potting soil was: 
A. Zero 
B. 7.2 g P per m3 potting soil (20 % of standard) 
C. 14.4 g P per m3 potting soil (40 % of standard) 
D. 21.6 g P per m3 potting soil (60 % of standard) 
E. 36.0 g P per m3 potting soil (100 % = standard soil for Herba) 
Potting soil A-D were prepared in Naaldwijk from Finnpeat PP03 and E was 
the standard from Herba. Chemical analysis of the potting soil are given in 
appendix 7. 
P-level in the circulating solution was 
1. 0.25 mmol/l until 18.2.98, afterwards zero. (On 18.2.98 no visual effect of 
the P levels in the circulating solution. Therefore it was decided to lower 
the P-content. The low P solution was pumped into the high P-tank and the 
low P tank was prepared without P). 
2. 0.5 mmol/l until 18.2.98, afterwards 0.25 mmol/l 
Plants were : 2823 (oak lettuce), Loretta and ROS 902 (20 seeds per pot) 
In the side tables chive and dille were planted (appendix 8). 
Sowing date: 15.1.98 
Planting date: 16.1.98 
Low temperatures were chosen in order to get a dark colour and a f irm plant. 
Temperatures were 13/5 and after 29.1.98 it was increased (the growth was 
considered as too slow and probably no effect of P could be seen) to 15/5 °C 
(day/nicht). Ventilation was at 0.5 °C above set point for heating. Day started 
at 3 hours before sunrise, increase in temperature was 1 °C per 30 minutes. It 
takes 5 hours to increase the temperature from the night to the day. Night 
started at sunset, immediately. 
Artificial lighting was between 0.00 and 18.00 h. Light intensity was unequal 
distributed on the tables and varied from place to place wi th a minimum of 37 
and a maximum of 83 /ymol.m^.s'1 ; most values were between 50 and 70 
wi th an avarage of 60//mol.m'2 .s '1 (number of measurements is 24). 
For germination in the first days, plants were watered from the top wi th rain 
water. Later on, irrigation was from the bottom with NFT, in the beginning 
ones per day and later on t w o times a day during 15 minutes at 8.00 and 
12.00 hours, depending on the demand. There was never a water shortage. 
On 25.2.98 Tom Venderbosch sent plants to UK. On 25.2.98 plants were on 
the right length for harvest. However on that date no labour was available for 
the measurements. Fresh weights of 10 pots per gully were determined on 
27.2.98. On that date artificial lighting was stopped. On 3.3.98 artificial 
lighting started again and on 06.03.98 of t w o tables wi th 2823 the fresh 
8 
weights were determined again of 5 pots per gully. 
After harvest plants were put in the gullies again to see the regrowth. The 
regrowth was disappointed. Some plants died and the new formed leaves 
were ugly. It is possible that a higher cut of the leaves increases the 
regrowth. 
3.2. CLIMATE AND NUTRITION 
Temperatures based on data per minute are given in appendix 9. All the other 
data averaged per 30 minutes are given in appendix 10. 
The element contents of the nutrient solution at the start and at the end of 
the trial are given in appendix 6. 
3.3. GROWTH AND COLOUR 
On 3.2.98 the effect of P in the potting soil was seen in 2823. A low P level 
in the potting soil gave less growth. On that date the colour was not 
different between the treatments. 2823 gave the fastest growth. 
On 16.2.98 still there was no visual effect of P on ROS 902 and Loretta. On 
23.2.98 the 2823 gave a more red colour at low P level, both in the potting 
soil and in the circulating solution. 
On 25.2.98 large effects of P level (both in the potting soil and in the 
circulating solution) were seen in the three tested plants. 





















































































































































































The relationships between visual assessment and growth are given in figure 
5 
Figure 5. Relationship between visual assesment (0 = green; 10= extremely 
red) and plant weight. 
2823 
_ 4 0 
Ü 












4 6 8 
Red colour 
10 2 4 6 
Red colour 




Trial 1 • 
A). Growth increased linearly between a light intensity of 20 to 180 
//mol.m^.s'1 (PAR). Since the light intensity on Herba was between 60 - 86 
/ymol.m'2.s'1, the growth can be increased in the practical situation. 
B). A higher light intensity increased highly the red colour of the lettuce. 
C). Plants were not firm. A higher light intensity did not increase the firmness 
of the plant. 
D). The growth was faster than expected due to a high temperature. 
E). The irrigation frequency did not affect the plant weight and the colour. 
This could be caused by the fact that there was never a shortage of water. 
Trial 2. 
A). It was possible to increase the red colour of lettuce with a low P supply. 
However this low P supply decreased the growth. To achieve a beautiful red 
colour the decrease in production was about 50 % as compared to the 
standard. 
B). The effect of the low P supply on the colour was only visible in the last 
week before harvest. 
C). Germination and growth was slow caused by the low temperature. 
D). The low temperature did not increase the firmness of the plants. 
11 
APPENDIX 1 
Lichtintensiteit kwekerij Herba 
Inleiding 
Om de omstandigheden van de proef met mini-sla op het PBG te kunnen 
vergelijken met de omstandigheden op kwekerij Herba werden lichtmetingen 
gedaan. 
Tijdstip: 31 december 1997, 8.30 tot 9.30 (geen invloed van zonlicht) 
Apparatuur: lichtmeter van PBG, die groeilicht meet in het traject 4 0 0 - 700 
nm 
Voor hogedruk natrium lampen komt 1 //mol.rrf2.s'1 overeen met 82 lux. 
Er is gemeten in een lijn vlakbij het inpakken en er is vanuit de paden onder 
en tussen de lampen gemeten. Er is steeds gemeten op 5 - 20 cm boven de 
potrand. 
Resultaten 
Lichtintensiteit in /ymol.m^.s"1 
L = lamp 
Noordzijde is naar boven in de dwarso pstelling. 



























































































































Op robot direct onder lampen in lijn 2 
Oude lampen : 601, 562, 670 
Nieuwe lampen: 686, 713, 724 
Scherm open of dicht maakte niet uit. 
C. de Kreij, dd 5-1-98 
13 
Appendix 2. The weather during trial 1 
Dagwaarden. 
2 Gemiddelde temperatuur 
3 Maximum temperatuur 
4 Minimum temperatuur 






























































































































































































































































Appendix 2. The weather during trial 2. 
Dagwaarden. 
2 Gemiddelde temperatuur 
3 Maximum temperatuur 
4 Minimum temperatuur 























































































































































































































































































































































































































Appendix 3. Light intensity in t r i a l i 



















Appendix 4. Temperatures in trial 1, based on data per minute 
Donderdaq 27-Nov-97 
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Appendix 9. Temperatures in trial 2, based on data per minute 
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